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In the opening lines of Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night," Duke Orsino proclaims, "If music be the food of love, 

play on. Give me excess of it; that surfeiting, the appetite may, sicken and so die." 

There is enough music in The Hudson Valley 

Shakespeare Festival's production of "Twelfth 

Night" to keep the appetite satisfied. The play 

opened earlier this summer and runs through the 

end of August at Boscobel in Garrison. There is 

also plenty of comedy, and if laughter be the food 

of comedy then the cast of "Twelfth Night" is 

serving up a feast worthy of Queen Elizabeth. 

In a popular market that produces such mind-

numbing drivel as the films "Step Brothers" and 

"The Love Guru," it is refreshing to see a comedy 

of a higher order. This is not a reference to the 

language of Shakespeare, but to a comedy driven 

by character, plot complications and an electric 

chemistry between players that keeps the comic 

energy high and the audience in stitches. 

To say the language isn't preserved in this production would be false - it is. The Hudson Valley Shakespeare 

Festival's reputation is such that it honors the text, but reminds the audience Shakespeare was not only a 

poet but an entertainer. The troupe is famous for retaining the humanity of his plays. The comedy has its 

share of base and ribald jokes and, at times, approaches bathroom humor. 

Most of the laughs come from an ensemble of four comedians at the center of the play's foibles. 

Richard Ercole plays Sir Toby Belch, the drunken rabble-rouser whose penchant for food and drink 

complicates the basic love story at the heart of "Twelfth Night." Toby's sidekick is the equally indulgent Sir 

Andrew played by a rubber-faced Paul Bates. 

Wesley Mann is the pompous, self-righteous Malvolio, who becomes the target of an elaborate practical joke. 

The comedy's top banana is Maia Guest, who plays Feste, the court jester and clown. Together, these four 

actors set up an evening of song, dance and reveling that reminds the audience true comedy can be 

intelligent as well as hilarious. 

The opening musical number sets the tone and pace of the show. 

A group of comically dressed, ever present, roving musicians joins Guest in singing a gospel blues song. 

Then Orsino, played by Michael Borrelli, begins the opening monologue about love in a voice that would 

make any evangelist proud. It is at this point the theater under the tent takes on the atmosphere of an old-

time camp meeting. 

From there, the play moves. Two-and-a-half hours later, the show is over and the audience is left wanting 

more. Timing is everything in a comedy and this play runs like a metronome. 

 

 

  
Wesley Mann as Malvolio and Gabra Zackman as Olivia in the 
Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival's production of "Twelfth 
Night"at Boscobel in Garrison. The comedy will run through the 
end of August. (William Marsh) 

For tickets and information on the Hudson Valley Shakespeare 

Festival, call 845-265-9575 or visit www.hvshakespeare.org. 
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Shakespeare, like any other theater artist, has a bag of tricks he employs from time to time. "Twelfth Night" 

uses many of the gags that have come to characterize his comedies. There are cross-dressing characters, 

mistaken identities, letters with ambiguous content and mismatched couples. Director John Christian 

Plummer makes the most of these devices. An example is Katie Hartke's cross-dressing page, who 

mistakenly wins the affection of Gabra Zackman's countess, Olivia. There is a wonderful scene between the 

two actresses that includes the roving minstrels that is truly funny. 

If the theater be a business, the cast of "Twelfth Night" is the CEO of comedy. 

Let them play on. 

Contact Vinny Alexander at vinnyalexander@yahoo.com . 
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